
My Fellow Woodworkers, 

  

I made myself  a promise that my goal as President is to visit 
as many member’s workshops as possible.  So far I’ve visited 
10 members and shops.  Out of  160 some members I’m off  
to a good start.  I’ve found that we have a lot of  members 
who love to show off  their shop and what they do.  My shop 
is always open to visits.  Just call to make sure I’m there.  I 
love company.   I’ve had a lot of  people visit me and all they 
have to say is “You’re too organized”.  They may kid with me, 
but I guarantee they go back to their shop with an idea.  If  
anyone wants to get your shop organized or just want to get a 
shop started, I might be able to help you with some ideas.   

 

Last month I started something new.  I gave a 10 to 15 min-
ute break after the main speaker had finished.  It worked quit 
well and everyone got back to their seats on time.  I will con-
tinue the breaks as long as everyone cooperates.  This gives 
you a chance to visit with the speaker and 
take a closer look.   

 

Don’t let me down.  I was told it wouldn’t 
work. 

 

Thanks 

Paul 
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Program Chair Bob Ashby introduced the guest 
speaker Joe Clark as a furniture maker and a minister!!!   
After listening to his presentation he is more than a furniture maker 
but also an accomplished turner and carver.  To avoid competition 
with woodworkers whose livelihood relies on their skills and pro-
jects, he does not sell his projects. 

 

Joe started his woodworking as a necessity to make furniture he 
could not afford to buy for his children.  Early projects were not 
beautiful but functional. He feels individuals should set standards 
of  excellence for themselves with which they are satisfied.  His per-
sonal standards are 1. Pride,  2. Enjoy, and 3. Improved Skills; i.e. be 
good at it, which is not easy.  It is important to determine what the 
right medium is for yourself. 

 

Teachers and schools are a must. As the saying goes, "you don't 
know what you don't know."  Teachers must be patient, supportive 
and encouraging.  Anything less is a waste of  time and money as 
negativity is unproductive.  Working with one’s hands is satisfying. 
Remember, "it’s just a piece of  wood". 

 

Joe's pieces on display were beautiful, showed technical skills and a 
passion for woodworking. 
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The New Colonial  Woodcutter  

THE GUILD has chosen to have a column in the news-
letter to reintroduce some of our long term members. We 
have chosen to start with our founder, Don Ames. We 
hope you enjoy this new feature to the newsletter. 
 

AWG: Don, tell us about yourself, your hometown, 
background, profession and other interests? 

DON: My hometown is currently and has been for many 
years, Annapolis. I, also, have a strong attachment to my 
young life hometown of Luce, Minnesota. That is where I 
grew to my late teen years and from where I enlisted in 
the Navy in 1945. 

I have a high school education and two and a half years of 
technical training in Court reporting which I did for a liv-
ing until 1993 when I retired. 

My other interests are primarily woodwork-
ing and family. 
 

AWG: How long have you been inter-
ested in woodworking? 

DON: Since about the 5th grade, we worked 
using coping saws and wooden boxes to 
make small objects: hot pad holders and the 
like, as well as small shelves and do-dads. 
That interest continued for many years with 
the exception of while I was in service. 
 

AWG: Tell us a little bit about the forma-
tion of our Guild. 

DON: The formation of the Annapolis 
Woodworking Guild started in 1989 with 
Charlie Weant and me. He and I were traveling to Tow-
son to attend the Baltimore Woodworking Guild at Tow-
son State University. We decided to form our own Guild 
so we could stop travelling so far. We started advertising 
in the Evening Capital newspaper and called a meeting at 
the Annapolis Library. It has grown from that. With the 
help and expertise of quite a few others it has become the 
Guild we see today. 
 

AWG: What got you interested in woodworking? 

DON: I watched two different elderly “German trained” 
cabinet makers in a small town in Minnesota. 
 

AWG: What are your favorite woodworking projects? 

DON: That’s pretty hard to say. I’ve made Colonial spice 
cabinets, which really held my interest. I’ve made five 
Windsor style chairs for my daughter and family which 
really tested and interested me. I’ve made a number of 
bed frames for grandchildren. All of these things I en-

joyed and were thoroughly interested in making. I have 
also made many large cabinets. 
 

AWG: Have you received any awards or recognition 
for any of your woodworking projects? 

DON: I have won numerous awards from the Guild. 
 

AWG: What or who has influenced your woodwork-
ing interest? 

DON: James Krenov, Christian Becksvoort and Phil 
Lowe. These gentlemen are some of the really great crafts-
men whom I admire greatly. I was also influenced, as 
stated earlier, by the two elderly “German trained” cabinet 
makers. 

 

AWG: What woodworking publications do 
you read and which ones do you refer to 
most often? 

DON: Fine Woodworking, Popular Woodworking, 
Hand Plane Essentials, and The Hand Plane Book. 
These are what I refer to most often. There 
are others that are too numerous to mention. 
I sometimes refer to Joseph Moxon’s book 
Mechanick Exercises, 1703 edition. (this book is 
available online thru Google) 
 

AWG: Describe your workshop location, 
size, power tools, important hand tools, 
jigs commonly used, and anything un-
usual about your shop. 

DON: It is a 20 ft by 16 ft free standing 
building in my backyard. It contains a Delta contractor’s 
table saw; an 8 inch jointer, a 16 inch band saw, a 13 inch 
planer, drill press, small lathe and a router table with a 
Triton router.  

I have a number of hand planes, both manufactured and 
handmade which I enjoy using. Tools in my shop include 
accurate squares, back saws and decent chisels. These are 
all important to me, and I consider my shop just a usual 
standard shop. 
 

AWG: Are you doing anything special now that gives 
you great joy? 

DON: I am not doing anything special at this moment. 
I’ve been rather lax over the summer. 
 

FINAL THOUGHT: I have very fond memories of 
starting woodworking in a one-room school house with 
just a coping saw and the side of an apple box on Friday 
afternoons. 
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EXPERIENCED  SAWDUST  
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On Saturday September 21st a group of 18 woodworkers departed from the Mil-
lersville Park and Ride to visit the George Nakashima Studio located in New 
Hope, PA.  The group consisted of personnel from the Annapolis Woodworkers 
Guild, Howard County Woodworkers Guild and a few guests plus our bus driver, 
John, who did an excellent job of navigating the highways to and from.   

 

We arrived in New Hope at noon and stopped at a local restaurant for lunch as 
planned.  We had a great lunch in a private room at Gillespie’s restaurant.  The 
food was plentiful and most ate only half of their meal, saving the remainder for 
later.  Immediately after lunch, we headed for the Nakashima Studio.   

 

Upon arriving at the studio, we encountered a problem.  It was questionable 
whether our bus would fit through the narrow entrance.   Our bus just made it 
through the entrance and somehow, as we toured the facility, our driver managed 
to turn the bus around for our later departure.  As we departed from the bus, a 
guide immediately greeted us with directions and a brief explanation of the facili-
ties.  Our group then split up and each conducted a self-guided tour of the facility.  
There were five buildings which contained some large woodworking machinery, 
wood storage, a finishing room, finished furniture, and a studio where we were 
required to take off our shoes to enter and view his fine works.  Mira, George’s 
daughter, answered many questions as well as George’s son, Kevin, who was also 
present. Several of our woodworkers bought books and had Mira sign them.  Our 
tour lasted a little over two hours before we headed home.   

 

On our way back we stopped at the Delaware House for a break, and it was there 
that most of us saw their first Tesla.  It was hooked up to a charging station and 
attracted a crowd of picture takers.   

 

We arrived back home about 6pm after driving through a good rain storm.  We 
were extremely grateful and fortunate that we had a good driver who got us there 
safely and effortlessly.  All we had to do was sit back and relax. 
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The New Colonial  Woodcutter  

We’ve dropped this list in the past few newsletters, but bring it back now, fully updated. 

If you wish to be included as a mentor, just drop us a line and let us know. The more we share our knowledge 
and experiences, the better the Guild can be. 

 

More pictures from the Nakashima trip 
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MENTOR  L I ST  

First Name Last Name Phone  Email  Mentor Subject 
Johnstone  Quinan 410-956-5428    Antique Furniture Restoration 

Patrick  Applegate 410-426-8287  pappleg@jhmi.edu  Brushed Shellac ~ Hand Planes 

Edward  Stone 301-464-8079  edwhstone@comcast.net  Clock Making ~ Gilding 

Michael  Arndt 410-551-8588  MarylandWoodPro@gmail.com  Finish Repair ~ Furniture Repair 

Hugh  Houghton 410-263-8615  hjhoughton@comcast.net  Routing ~ Laminating 

Win  Allred 301-587-3821  winallred@yahoo.com  Scrollsaw 

Harry  Chavez 410-863-5940  harry.chavez@gmail.com  Scrollsaw 

Paul  Dodson 410-760-5382  pdwoodcrafts@verizon.net  Scrollsaw 

Jim  Luck 410-647-6622  jfl639@verizon.net  Shaker Boxes ~ Marquetry ~ Inlays 

Roy  Sparks 302-337-1016  roysparks6757@earthlink.net  Stains ~ Hand Rubbed Oil Finish 

Robert  Ashby 410-969-2910  toolsrus58@comcast.net  Tooling ~ Cabinet Making 

Jack  Hirrlinger 410-798-1339  tjhirr@verizon.net  Toys ~ Electrical Problems 
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Note Taker: 

The Guild is looking for help taking notes at the Guild 
meetings. Person must be able to take accurate notes, 
transcribe them into a word processor or text editor, 
and email them to the newsletter editor within 7 days 
of the meeting for use in the upcoming newsletter.  If 
you are interested, PLEASE contact the editor, Harry 
Chavez, for more details. 

DVD Librarian found! 

Please congratulate Lloyd Gleason for volunteering to 
take over as DVD Librarian. Many thanks from the 
executive board. 

Membership Chairman found! 

Please congratulate Lee Bryton for volunteering to 
take over as Membership Chairman. The transition for 
this function will occur over the next 2 months, so be 
patient as Lee fits into his new position. 

Membership Dues: 

This is a friendly reminder to those still in arrears on 
your membership dues. Please work to get your 
membership brought up to date.  

Thanks!!! 

Hard Copy Book/Magazine Library 

The Church is not able to give us additional 
space to store the hard copy library.  Barry 
Frankel motioned and Mike Arndt seconded that 
we do away with the hard copy library and offer 
the library, at no charge,  to members of the 
Guild.  Motion was unanimously approved.  

 

October thru December Board 

Meetings 

The meeting for October will fall on the normal 
date of the 24th. The board meeting for Novem-
ber will be on the 21st and for December will be 
on the 19th due to the holiday season. 

 

Did you know the board meeting is open to  
everyone? If you want to know how the Guild 
works behind the scenes, come to a meeting. 

 

Unless otherwise announced, the Meetings are 
held the 4th Thursday of the month at: 

 Champion Realty 

 541A Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

 Severna Park, MD New Newsletter article 

Andy Borland has prepared a questionnaire that po-
tential new members will be asked to fill out (why they 
wish to join, interests, experience, what they would 
like to gain from joining, what they would like to con-
tribute to Guild, etc.).  If they join, the questionnaire 
may be included in a future Newsletter. 



The New Colonial  Woodcutter  

Pat Applegate spoke more about the upcoming 
casserole holding tray class, which is a beginner 
type class. The proposed date will be late Octo-
ber / early November, with a possible class lo-
cation at the Troy Beall facility in Annapolis. 
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WEB  S I T E  

GUILD  INTERESTS  

The Guild website is really taking shape but we need your input and involvement. If  
you haven’t logged in yet for in awhile, do so. Take a look around and test it out. Tell 
us what you like and what you don’t. 

It’s time to start making this a site you’re happy to and want to visit on a regular basis. Here’s 
the link again: 

www.annapoliswoodworkers.org 

 

The members section takes your registered 
email and a password you can change when-
ever you want. If  you don’t know your pass-
word or forget it, just send a message to the 
webmaster and he’ll fix you right up. Send a 
message to the email address 

webmaster@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

 

We’ve gotten some good new members from 
this site, so it is working.       Help us to make it even better. 

Andy Borland spoke about the upcoming box making classes. 
Interested members were asked for the experience level so 
proper classes would be scheduled. The classes will also be 
available during the day for the retired persons and the week-
end for the working class. Classes will be held at Don Ames 
shop and the price will be $15 per member. 

George Swisher still has lumber 
for no cost for your pick up at 
your convenience. Please call 
George first to make arrange-
ments. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

New members will be announced. 

Mike Arndt asked if anyone was available to provide instructions to the 
Helthrope group put together kitchen cabinets for the handicapped.  Lo-
cation is southwest Baltimore, off the Baltimore Beltway near Arbutus. 
Contact Mike for details and more information. 

Mike Arndt showed off Sapelle, a substitute for 
mahogany due to decreasing availability. He passed 
around several very weird examples of cut pieces 
that were extremely warped after setting for a few 
days. He cautioned to care when using, and ad-
vised avoiding if possible. 



BENSON HAMMOND DOLL 
CASE 

 

Several months ago Jim 
Luck was contacted by 
the Doll Docent at the 
Benson Hammond 
House for a modifica-
tion to an existing dis-
play cabinet.  The task 
was to modify the cabinet for access 
from the front instead of  the present 
rear access only.  Jim Francis took on 
the task and along with Virgil Ramey 
visited the location a few weeks later 
to make measurements and develop a 
plan.   
 

The modification basically consisted 
of  removing 4 pieces of  glass from 

the front of  the cabi-
net and replacing 
them with two open-
ing doors.  Each door 
had to be 7 feet high 
and 2 feet wide, at-
tached to the cabinet 
structure by a 6 foot 
long piano hinge.  In-

stead of  using glass again, the lighter 
Plexiglas was chosen.  The doors were 
finished with orange shellac slightly 
tinted to match the original cabinet.  

Thanks to Mike 
Arndt’s advice. 
 

On 17 September Paul Dodson, 
George Swisher, Don Ames, Virgil 
Ramey, Bill Carbin, and Jim Francis 
installed the two 
doors.  A few 
days later a cabi-
net lock was in-
stalled as well as 
leveling the cabi-
net. 
 

Several things are worth mentioning 
about the task.  Much thought was put 
into the design of  the doors to make 
them strong and keep them as light as 
possible.   Secondly, since mahogany 
was used in the original construction 
of  the cabinet Jim tried to use the 
same.  Our local sources recom-
mended Sapelle which is mahogany 
and looks good but was difficult to 
work with.  It has a varying grain pat-
tern and makes planing and edge pro-

filing very difficult.  The 
job could have been 
completed in far less 
time if  a different spe-
cies of  mahogany was 
used.  
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October’s speaker will be Brian Graham. The topic will be about the Band Saw and its fea-
tures, the operation, maintenance, as well as questions and answers. 

 

Don’t miss it! 

OCTOBER  MEETING  

Speaker 

This month’s safety topic will be from our illustrious vice president Barry Frankel and sure to 
be of  useful interest.  

Safety Topic 

MONOGRAM  SH IRT S !  

Doug Richardson is now offering AWG monograms for any shirts the 
members have. George Swisher’s wife has agreed to monogram them 
for a cost of  just $10. Member is to supply the shirt to Doug. 

AWG 

F I R S T  A I D  K I T S  

These are still available through Jack Hirrlinger at the meetings — an 
excellent kit that should be in everyone's shop. Members are entitled 
to one free kit, but can purchase additional kits for just $10 

PROBLEM  BOX  

Do you know the Guild has a problem box? You can find it at the 
back of  the meeting room before the start and you can put any related 
question to the Guild. 

This is a great place to ask those embarrassing questions, or to request 
help with a honey-do list item maybe . . . . 

The New Colonial  Woodcutter  Page 9  



Fred Goldstein brought in a kit from Rockler 
for use with glue. The kit included a tray, plus 
several types of  spreaders. All were made from 
a silicon compound, which 
allowed the glue to peel 
right off  after drying. A 
great item to have around 
the shop. 

George Swisher showed off  a home made 
sanding block that uses 3” sander belts. As a 
typical George device, it was simple and elegant 
but quite flexible, utilizing an inexpensive 
spring with a standard 2X piece of  wood. 

If  interested, contact George and I’m sure he’ll 
share his knowledge on making one for your-
self. Win Allred showed a very small and intricate 

compound scrollsaw piece - a pair of  1/2” tall 
intertwined heart earrings he made some time 
ago. To this day, Win has been unable to dupli-
cate this achievement. 

Bud Powell showed off  something that would 
keep part of  him safe in the afterlife - a 
wooden bottle funerary. Some of  his ashes will 
be saved in this bottle, with the cap glued on, 
so it will be included in his wife’s coffin. 

David Blois demoed a form and core for 
curved cabinet doors using a vacuum veneer 
press displayed some time ago. Great alternate 
uses David! 

Rick Hodgon showed off  an impressive 
3/8” thick coffee table which bent in an in-
teresting shape.  He soaked the wood for 24 
hours before bending and used  propane to 
heat a pipe and bent it to the desired shapes. 
Glass topped the piece, which was finished 
with shellac. Very, very cool . . . 

Chris McDonald displayed photos of  kitchen 
cabinets he made from wood from his farm in 
Ohio. He used red oak and ash, plus he 
brought in and showed off  a kitchen stool he 
made from the same wood. 

Beautiful work Chris! 
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SHOW  & TELL  

SOR RY  BU T  NO  P I C T U R E S  O F  THE  S HOW  AND  T E L L  P EO P L E  A R E  
AVA I L A B L E  TH I S  MONTH  

Andy Borland showed router bits. These 
were Quadra bits that had very little tear out, 
even on end grain. You can find these at 
Rockler. 
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Don’t forget about the library. There are many topics available to choose 
from. The guidelines are as follows: 

 

1. DVDs available for borrowing will be at each Guild meeting with the 
DVD Librarian, usually located at the back of the meeting room. 
2. Only 1 DVD can be borrowed at a time by the Guild member. 
3. The Guild member MUST be current with their membership dues. 
4. DVDs must be handled carefully.  They are given to you in a “jewel” 
box, and should be returned in the same box by the next Guild meeting.  Follow the instructions in the 
box for proper handling of the DVDs. 
5. All DVDs are copyrighted, and require compliance with copyright laws.  This means that you cannot 
copy them. There are 3 exceptions in the list - see the librarian for which are able to be copied. 
6. Many DVDs start up differently on different players.  Our DVDs should work fine on nearly all 
players, while the best performance is from DVDs played on a desktop or laptop personal computer. 
7. Please report any problems you experience with playing a DVD to the DVD Librarian. 
8. Remember, these DVDs are for everyone, so keeping them longer than 1 month impacts other peo-
ple’s enjoyment. 

Al Veiel won the dado set with the handmade 
case from Schramm’s Farm valued at $250 

Chris McDonald won the Porter Cable grinder 
valued at $75 

Lloyd Gleason won the $50 Lowe’s gift card 
valued at $50  (duhhhhh) 
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THE  RAFF LE  W I NNER S !  (NO  P I C S  TH I S  MONTH )  

DVD L IBRARY  



Make some saw dust! 

This year at our Christmas Dinner we are having a Christmas 
Holiday Decoration Contest. Tables will be set up to display your 
entries. Debra Dodson and her assistant will be available to log in 
all entries, assign them a number and place them on the tables. 

 

Contest Rules: 

1. All entries must be of  the Christmas holiday theme. Ornaments, 
centerpieces, outdoor or indoor decorations will all be accepted. 

2. All entries must be handmade by you and made of  wood. 

3. Bring your entry to the dinner. See Debra or her assistant to 
have entry logged in. 

4. Only one entry per member. 

5. A ballot box and ballots will be on a table for all to vote on their 
favorite entry. Vote only once. 

PLEASE do not vote for your own entry. 

6. Voting will continue through the dinner meal. 

7. You must be present to win. 

8. Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. 

9. During check in you will be asked if  you would like to donate 
your entry for the gift drawing. 

 

Have fun, and we will see you at the party on December 12, 2013 

See website for details 

www.annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Executive Board 
Paul Dodson - President 

president@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Barry Frankel - 1st Vice President 

vp1@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Jim Francis - 2nd Vice President 

vp2@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Karl Hoke - Treasurer 

treasurer@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Bill Carbin - Secretary 

secretary@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Lee Bryton - Membership Chair 

memchair@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

410-863-5940 or cell: 240-417-2779 

Bob Ashby - Program Chair 

progchair@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Harry Chavez - Newsletter Editor 

news@annapoliswoodworkers.org 

Jack Hirrlinger - Show & Tell 

Vicki Kunde - Book Librarian 

Lloyd Gleason - DVD Librarian 

Photographs by: Doc Bohlman 
 

 

General Membership Meetings 

2nd Thursday of each month 7 PM 

Davidsonville United Methodist Church 

#819, Route 214, Davidsonville, MD 

Visitors always welcome 
 

Executive Board Meetings 

4th Thursday of each month 7PM 

Champion Realty 

541A Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Severna Park, MD 
 

Annual Membership Dues $35 
 

For Information on the Guild call: 

240-417-2779 

Address correspondence to: 

Annapolis Woodworkers Guild 

P.O. Box 6001 

Annapolis, Maryland 21014 
 

Please visit our website: 

www.annapoliswoodworkers.org 
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P.O. Box 6001 
Annapolis, Maryland 21014 

Annapolis  Woodworkers  Gui ld  Christmas Holiday Decoration Contest 

Phone: 240-417-2779 
website: www.annapoliswoodworkers.org 

  


